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a very high opinion of him, yet he had told her that he could
not endure Wagner's company for long as it gave him a
sensation of being suffocated.   And she went on to tell how
during a visit to Lenbach's studio on the Luisenstrassc in
Munich, Richard Wagner had asked him for what reason he
was so attached to Bismarck.   And Lenbach replied : " Oh,
because the Prince is in his own sphere as great a genius as you
are in yours."   When Wagner heard this he rushed out into
the blizzard without coat or hat, and Frau Cosima had to run
after him with them:  it had not been easy to soothe the
fuming man, who could not reconcile himself to the idea that
the earth might contain his equal, even in a different sphere
of activity.  And in this connection the Countess told us of a
lady pianist—it may have been Menter—who had refused to
realise that there could be a genius in any department other
than music and had stared in amazement when someone in
her presence ventured to call Prince Bismarck, who was
certainly no musician, a genius.
I pointed out how much wider Bismarck's grasp had been
than Wagner's.   The great statesman had shown not only
a love but also an understanding of music.   I based this
judgment upon what I had heard from Robert von Keudell,
.    who had been the present Chancellor's chief during his first
diplomatic appointment in Rome and had a deep knowledge
of music.  From his lips and pen I had in the course of the
years learned a great deal about Bismarck as a music-lover,
and even a critic.   Once when Keudell played a Beethoven
sonata before the Iron Chancellor it brought tears to his eyes,
leaving him speechless, until finally the words came:  " It's
like the struggling and sobbing of a whole human life."  On
another occasion Keudell played him a short, fiery passage of
Ludwig Berger, and Bismarck's comment was: " That music
makes me think of one of Cromwell's horsemen rushing with
flying stirrups into battle and thinking: * This is death 1' "
Again, in later years when Bismarck hummed some melody
as Keudell played it, or afterwards to himself, Keudell had
noticed that" the tone was always perfectly true, and he had a
fine sensitiveness for serious music, which often gave him great
pleasure."
Keudell, despite his services as a diplomat at Bismarck's
side and as Ambassador for many years in Rome, did more

